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Executive summary 

This deliverable D4.6 is dedicated to the Joint International Scientific Conference VISION and 
International Network of Young Scientists Conference (JISC&INYSC). The idea behind 
JISC&INYSC was to summarize the VISION project's achievements, deepen collaboration 
between senior scientists, and build future cooperation among early-stage researchers. This 
event enabled the exchange of ideas, knowledge, and know-how, thus contributing to the 
creation of sustainable international networking and strengthening the innovation process. 
Moreover, this event was an excellent opportunity mainly for early-stage researchers and 
Ph.D. students to present and discuss their results in front of an international audience and 
reputable scientists, leading to encouraging them in their further work and enhancing their 
personal and professional development. An integral part of the conference was the VISION 
final project meeting, which was held in a hybrid form, allowing Dr. Doru Irimie, PO, from 
Brussels, Dr. Yvonne Kohl, the partner from Germany, and Prof. Nuria Malats, VISION 
Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) member, to participate in the meeting. Moreover, the social 
program of the conference enabled the participants to get closer to Slovakia's history, 
traditions, and nature. 

1 Description of work & main achievements 

The conference was held in the Slovak Academy of Sciences Congress Center, which is 
localized in Smolenice Castle, in Little Carpathians.  
 

 
 

Fig. 1 The Congress Center of the Slovak Academy of Sciences 
 

JISC&INYSC started on Monday, April 24, 2023, and ended on Thursday, April 27, 2023. The 
honorable guests of the JISC&INYSC conference, VISION SAB members, were Profs. Nuria 
Malats, Stefano Bonassi, and Andrew Collins. Moreover, Prof Silvia Pastorekova, the general 
director of the Biomedical Research Center of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, also accepted 
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the invitation to this scientific event. An integral part of this scientific event was VISION final 
project meeting. It was organized in a hybrid form to allow the participation of Dr. Doru Irimie, 
PO, from Brussels, and Dr. Yvonne Kohl, the partner from Germany, and Prof. Nuria Malats, 
VISION SAB member. For the conference purposes, a separate domain was created within 
the VISION website, where all relevant information relevant to this event was available 
(scientific program, social program, deadlines, templates for abstract and presentation, 
including registration). 

1.1 Website of the conference 

As the Congress Center in the Smolenice castle in Slovakia is located in a lovely place, the 
conference date was agreed upon among partners more than one year ahead. In January 
2023, a website for the conference (http://vision.sav.sk/conference/index_conference.html) 
was created where all relevant information related to the conference (organizing committee, 
deadlines, reservation of accommodation,  scientific and social program, templates for abstract 
and presentation, including online registration) was available. In addition, a Book of Abstracts 
from the conference had an ISBN. 
 

 

 

1.1.1 Conference materials  

The organizing committee prepared for participants a cloth bag with conference materials (a 
notepad, a pen, a program, a badge, and a USB key with the Book of Abstracts) which they 
received at the registration. Each participant, including guests, also signed the list of 
participants (Annex 1). 
 

All conference materials have the logo of the VISION project. 

 

 

http://vision.sav.sk/conference/index_conference.html
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 The badge 

 

 

Examples of badges 

 

 The bag, the notepad with a pen, and the USB key 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

Deliverable D4.6: JISC & INYSC VISION   Page 7 of 17 

 

 

 The program of the conference 
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 The Book of Abstracts (Proceeding on the USB key) 
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1.2 The scientific program of the conference 

The scientific program was prepared in close cooperation with the Steering Committee and 
Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) members. The program is available on the website 
(http://vision.sav.sk/conference/program.html). The conference started on Monday, 24, 2023, 
in the afternoon and finished on Thursday, 27, 2023, in the afternoon. The guests of the 
VISION conference were VISION SAB members, Profs. Nuria Malats, Stefano Bonassi, and 
Andrew Collins. Moreover, Prof. Silvia Pastorekova, DSc., the general director of the 
Biomedical Research Center, SAS, also accepted the invitation. All consortium partners 
contributed to the success of this event with their exciting presentations. As a result, the 
audience could listen to 42 fascinating talks, of which Ph.D. students gave 15. The main topics 
of the conference included pancreatic and colon cancer, tumor environment, cancer 
epigenetics, relevant in vitro 3D models, liquid biopsy, chemoresistance, cell signaling and 
editing, clinical trials, the biosafety of nanomaterials for medical use, the microfluidic system 
and potential cancer biomarkers.  

The Book of Abstracts and presentations are available on the VISION website - 
http://vision.sav.sk/jisc_inysc_vision_conference.html . 
 

http://vision.sav.sk/conference/program.html
http://vision.sav.sk/jisc_inysc_vision_conference.html
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All ready to start the conference 
 
 
The conference's scientific program started with the online presentation given by Prof. Nuria 
Malats, VISION SAB member, who had to cancel her in-person attendance because she fell 
ill shortly before the conference started.  
 

 
 

Prof. Nuria Malats 
 

Then the scientific program continued with presentations given by senior scientists, young 
scientists (post-docs), and Ph.D. students from the hosting and partner organizations. After 
each talk, there was a space for discussion. 
 



  

 

 

 

Deliverable D4.6: JISC & INYSC VISION   Page 11 of 17 

 

 

 

Experienced scientists, Ph.D. students, and young researchers (post-docs) – speakers and 
debaters, one joint scientific community 
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1.3 The social program of the conference 

The aim of the social program prepared by the organizers was to acquaint the conference 
participants with local traditions, history, and the beauty of the surrounding nature of the Little 
Carpathians. On Monday evening, the participants visited the mead and honey craft excursion 
(Včelovina); on Tuesday, they had the opportunity to admire the beauty of Modra's pottery 
(Majolika), and on Wednesday, they visited the limestone Driny cave.   

1.3.1 Vcelovina (Mead and honey craft excursion) 

Vcelovina is a small company producing bee products (honey, wax, mead). Vcelovina, the first 
mead, results from lengthy honey experiments. The sophisticated taste of mead is achieved 
by using different types of honey and herbs.  

 

The excursion to Vcelovina 

 

1.3.2 Majolika (Ceramics manufacture excursion) 

The process of majolica production follows the centuries-old traditions of the pottery craft in 
Modra. All products are handmade and painted. Each piece is a unique work of art. The 
Modra's majolica and ornamentation are registered in Slovakia's Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
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The excursion to Majolika 

 

To commemorate the JISC & INYSC VISION conference and the VISION project, each 
participant received a small gift.  

 

A small vase from Majolika 
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1.3.3 Trips to Male Karpaty (Little Carpathians) 

 Hiking to the highest peak in the Little Carpathians – Záruby 

Zaruby is the highest hill of the Little Carpathians. Due to bad weather (rain and snow), this 
hiking tour was officially canceled. Only a couple of young Ph.D. students were not deterred 
by the weather and went to Zaruby. 

 

 

     Beautiful view from the peak of Zaruby    Molpír Hillfort  
     

 

 Walking trip to Driny cave 

Most participants visited the Driny cave – the only cave open to the public in Western Slovakia, 
close to the Smolenice castle. Characteristic sinter curtains with serrated edging are typical for 
the cave. There are also sinter lakes, waterfalls and flows, pagoda stalagmites, and various 
stalactites. The visitors could also admire the bats – the stable inhabitants of the cave. 

 

Before entering the Driny cave 

 

On Wednesday, the farewell conference dinner took place. After the dinner, there was a good 
opportunity for an informal discussion about potential cooperation in the future and dance.  
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1.4 The VISION final project meeting 

As part of the conference, the final VISION meeting took place on Wednesday, April 26, 2023, 
in a hybrid form. Dr. Doru-Leonard Irimie, the Project Officer, Prof. Alfredo Carrato (previous 
Steering Committee member), Dr. Yvonne Kohl, and Prof. Nuria Malats attended this meeting 
via online mode.  

The minutes and the list of participants from this VISION final project meeting are available in 
a deliverable D1.2 Kick-off and consortium regular meeting minutes. 

 

 Agenda of the meeting 

 

 

 

 

 Participants of the final meeting 

 



  

 

 

 

Deliverable D4.6: JISC & INYSC VISION   Page 16 of 17 

 

 

Participants in the Smolenice castle 

 

Online participants 

2 Deviation from the workplan 

This scientific event was held as initially planned in the project proposal. Therefore, there was 
no deviation from the workprogram.  

3 Conclusion 

Nearly 50 participants from all consortium partners attended the conference. Despite the cold 
weather, the atmosphere of this scientific meeting was enjoyable and friendly. The coffee 
breaks and social program were good opportunities for informal discussions on how to further 
cooperate after the end of the VISION project.  
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Participants of the JISC&INYSC conference (VISION family) 
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